LORD  OXFORD  WAS  SHAKESPEARE
favour with the Queen Ice! him to be regarded
as successor to Leicester as leader at Court;
the Fates decreed otherwise. After his return
from the Continent, he, for reasons that do not
appear, became, together with several friends,
including Lord Henry Howard^ Charles Arundel,
and Frances Southwell, reconciled to the Church
of Rome. But, when in due course* Oxford
realised that, this step practically involved alle-
giance to the King of Spain, coupled with a
conspiracy against the Queen, he divulged to the
latter all the evidence at his disposal. Howard,
Arundel, and Southwell were arrested; and, as
countercharges were made against him, Oxford
also was sent to the Tower for a short time.
Among the charges was the false one of his
illegitimacy* and the Earl is quoted as saying,
"The Queen sayd he was a bastard for whiche
cause he wokl never love Mr, and wolci leave hir
in the lurche one tlayc." Of all the charges it
is probable that this one affected him most.
Finally, through the mediation of Burghley, he
was restored to favour; and the Queen, partly as
the result of the information placed ai her disposal
by Oxford, commenced severe measures against
the Catholics, a policy which had lung been
advised by Burghley and Walsingham.
In 1881 the Earl of Oxford was involved in a
scandal connected with Anne Vavasour, one of
the Queen's Maids of Honour* and was sent to
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